MATERIALS

AND METHODS
Intact cells
Unlike the results on intact cells (Table  I ) , there was no effect of2,3-DPG (at a concentration of 10 mmol/L)* on the surface shear modulus of erythrocyte ghosts at either physiologic or reduced ionic strength (Table  7) . However, there was a significant reduction in the force required to form tethers (Table  8) . This is consistent with the observations of Chasis et al,3 who observed an increase in the rate of fragmentation of 2,3-DPG loaded ghosts as measured in the ektacytometer.
Once the threshold was exceeded, the rate at which the tethers formed was not affected by 2,3-DPG, as indicated by the viscosity coefficients shown in Table 8 .
DISCUSSION
The 
